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How does chemistry get from the oil well to the Organic text book?  How do we manufacture literally trillions of pounds of chemicals each year?  Why do we make more sulfuric acid than any other chemical?  And more importantly, where do all these pounds go?  This presentation explores the sources of chemicals and the major processes that transform them into products that make modern life possible.  Special attention is paid to the 100 largest volume chemicals manufactured and the taxonomy, ecology and interdependence of chemicals, processes and industries.  And by the way—it doesn’t all come from the oil well or the organic text book.

